
Over half of young people
reported their social worker

either did not know they were
LGBTQ+ or they were unsure

if they knew. 

 of LGBTQ+ foster youth were criticized
for how they behaved, vs 1 in 20 non-

LGBTQ+ youth. 
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For more information on
how to support LGBTQ+
young people in out-of-
home care, visit The
National SOGIE Center. 
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They didn’t tell their social
worker because they feared

their worker’s reactions or that
their identity would impact their

placement. 2

1

2

LGBTQ+ youth were less
likely to feel treated well by

the foster care system. 1, 2, 3

LGBTQ+
young people

more
frequently
heard that
they were
“hard to
place.” 

LGBTQ+ young people
experience a higher

number of placements
in group or residential
settings and are less

likely to be placed with
families. 

LGBTQ+ foster
youth are more

likely to be
hospitalized, and
more often for
mental health
needs when

compared to non-
LGBTQ+ peers. 2, 3
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