
What is Foster Care?

Imagine you are taken from your home. Away from familiar 
surroundings. You must learn the names of strangers and eat 
unfamiliar food. You are sleeping in a bed or with a pillow that 
doesn’t smell right. You are starting a new school mid-year with 
unfamiliar faces at recess. 

This is the reality of children in foster care right here in Utah. 

Utah Foster Care’s mission is to find families, train and support 
them to be sensitive to children’s needs from the moment they 
are placed in foster care. Families combine skills learned in 
training with their own nurturing qualities, to lessen trauma for 
children to the greatest extent possible. 

Children experiencing foster care today will live in our 
neighborhoods tomorrow. How they spend their early years will 
have a profound influence on whether they become successful 
contributors within our communities. We cannot let the children 
down — they are our future.

We present this report with heartfelt thanks to the many 
individuals who never forget that children need adults to protect 
them and give them a chance to grow in a safe environment — an 
environment that models good parenting and produces safe and 
nurturing families for future generations.

Kelly A. Peterson

Chief Executive Officer
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Major Gifts

Your donations make possible special programs such as the 
Wishing Well Fund, Foster Family Camp, and the Giving Tree.

Gifts of $10,000 & Above Anonymous · Kuhr Trucking · Sorenson 
Legacy Foundation · The Altschul Foundation · UPS

Gifts of $5,000 – $9,999 Anonymous · Burg Pediatric 
Dentistry · George S & Dolores Eccles Foundation · Icon Health 
& Fitness Foundation · John Byrne · Larry H Miller Charities · The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints Foundation · The 
Michael & Jacalyn Leavitt Foundation · Union Pacific 
Foundation · Zions Bank

Gifts of $2,500 – $4,999 Aveda Institute Provo · Eastern Utah 
Parrothead Club · The Herbert I & Elsa B Michael Foundation

Gifts of $1,000 – $2,499 Anonymous (3) · Nancy Andes · Katy 
& John Andrews · Applebee’s Riverdale Road · Sandra 
Askew · Cummins Rocky Mountain · Robert Gerlach · Dene 
Graa · Hair One, Inc · In-N-Out Burger Foundation · Intermountain 
Healthcare · Jeff Snow & Associates · Jodi Juretich · Masonic 
Foundation of Utah · Pacific Office Automation · Kelly 
Peterson · Price Kiwanis Club · Tammy Sloan · TD Williamson, 
Inc · The Alkire Family Foundation · The Castle Foundation · Uintah 
High School · Wal-Mart · David Webster, Sr · Western States 
Lodging & Management · Stephen Williams

See insert for additional donors.
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Financials

Income

Investment Returns		  $65,820  

Interest & Other Income		  $8,855 

Contributions			   $574,807  

State Contract			   $2,715,977

Expenses	

Development			   $43,573 

Recruitment			   $1,322,755

Education			   $733,432 

Retention			   $883,554 

Support				    $420,237 

Difference	 ( $38,092 )

Net Assets	

Start of Year			   $1,500,507 

End of Year			   $1,462,415 

About the cover photo

Rochelle came into foster care as a 
teenager. She credits her foster parents 
Tiffany and Ryan McDonald, of St 
George, with providing the guidance and 
safety she needed to grow into a thriving 
adult — working and living on her own.

Rochelle still visits the McDonalds 
for holiday meals and advice. She is 
considered a permanent member of  
the McDonald family.
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Jennifer Larkin, Tooele

Above left, with Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker

“I’m just grateful —  every day — that we pushed through the doubts 
about whether we could do this; whether or not we could risk 
becoming attached and having to let go… I’m so glad we persevered 
because we have been exactly where we needed to be, at exactly the 
right time for our family!”

The Gooch Family, St George

Above right

“The kids just need a family — and we can give them that, even if it’s 
only temporary.” — Cindy Gooch

“I feel really fulfilled as a parent, and this is how we wanted to give 
back.” — Mike Gooch, Southwest Region Foster Dad of the Year

For more conversations with Utah foster parents 
and teens in foster care visit us online: 
utahfostercare.org/changeslives

“Each number in this report represents children and families who are struggling — and the foster families who help them. In its 14 
years of existence, Utah Foster Care has recruited, trained, and supported more than 8,500 foster families. Today, Utah’s child well-
being scores are fourth highest in the nation, and we recognize Utah’s foster families and service providers such as Utah Foster Care 
for their part in these successful outcomes. We thank Utah Foster Care for many years of invaluable service to Utah’s children and the 
families who serve them.”  — Brent Platt Director, Utah Division of Child & Family Services

Meaningful Work

	 886	 prospective foster family consultations

“Some of those discussions were quite difficult, but 
they prepared me well. Today, I have the most 
beautiful, loving daughter. I can’t imagine my life 
without her. Thanks Utah Foster Care!”

	 97	 community events 

“I’ll be forever grateful that my parents were willing 
to adopt me as a teen. I shudder to think where 
I might have ended up had they not given me a 
forever home.”

	 309	 foster parent support group meetings

“My dearest friends are other foster parents. I’m so 
glad to have such a great support system — from 
people who know what I’m going through.”

2500+	 hours of training

“We feel committed, humbled, and excited to be 
foster parents — and much more prepared, thanks 
to having attended pre-service training.” 

	 607	 New Foster Families, Including 209 Kinship



You’re the Reason!

We can offer more to the thousands of vulnerable children 
in Utah because of you. Many thanks for these generous 
gifts  —  received from July 1, 2012 thru June 30, 2013.

Gifts of $500 to $999 Anonymous (2) · Marriott 
Bartholomew · Deborah Bayle · Kathy Carter · Kelly 
Christensen · Component Playgrounds · Mary Cosgrove · David 
Mark Dee · Marcene DeYoung · Double D Distribution, 
Inc · Jeannie Ellison · Falun Dafa Association of Utah · Grand 
County Middle School · Grill Monkeys Gone Wild · Christopher 
Harrington · KeyBank · Kimball Distributing · Charles 
Klingenstein · Kohl’s · Mattress Warehouse · Maverik 
Center · Metro Group · Diane Mika · Stephen Miles · Mountain 
Valley Mechanical · Rio Tinto · S & S Enterprises · The Verizon 
Foundation · Mary Troxell · Whitney Waters

Gifts of $250 to $499 Anonymous (8) · Alliant 
Techsystems · Tiffanie Baucum · Black Sheep Harley-Davidsons 
for Christ · Jenna Blodgett · Wendy Bunnell · Leonard 
Burningham · Terri Burton · California Pizza Kitchen · Capital 
Church · Lisa-Michele Church · Lawrence Coffman · Katherine 
Curtis · Julie & Jeffrey DeLong · Brenda Durtschi · Eastern 
Utah Community Credit Union · Elite Accountants, 
Inc · Heather Fehrenbach · Spencer Ferguson · First United 
Methodist Church · Mark Flores · Jay Francis · Tammy 
Garcia · GBS Benefits · Douglas & Denise Goldsmith · Holly 
Greenwood · Lori Harding · David Hardy · David Hunt · Interstate 
Steele & Supply · Tammy Jensen · LA Smith Marketing & 
Print · B’Andra Larsen · LifeVantage · Deborah Lindner · Mike 
& Shelley Millgate · Molina Healthcare of Utah · Katharine 
Newton · O’Neal Flat Rolled Metals, Ogden · Oquirrh 
Elementary School · Holly Poff · Anne Richman · Thrivent for 
Lutherans · Utah State Employees Charitable Fund · Brent 
Wallace · Mike Will · John Wood



Every Dollar Counts!

Gifts of $100 to $249  Anonymous (9) · Chart Bookkeeping LLC · Colonial Stock 
Transfer Co, Inc · Dental Care 4 Kids · Gatt Equipment · Grannie Annie’s Restaurant · Home2 
Suites by Hilton · KSL Broadcasting · NuAmes High School · RC Fencing · United Way 
of Northern Utah · Utah Educational Savings Plan · Wasatch IT · Greg Adamson · Emily 
Andrews · Julee Arvizo · James Balderon · Michelle Beasley · Libby Biittner · Tom Brennan · Diane 
Callister · Emilie Charles · Becky Chestnut · Clark Clayson · Tiffany Crosier · Deen Dahle · Kay 
Dea · Mike Deaver · Valoree Dowell · Wendy Everhart · Clifford Farnsworth · Peggy 
Faulkner · Kelly Fisher · Bryan Flandro · Jennifer Foote · Monica Franco · Brandi Frokjer · Gabe 
Garn · Tyler Gee · John Genna · Sheryl Gillilan · Talon Greeff · Florence Gregory · Craig 
Hackett · Michael Hamblin · Melanie Hamilton · Lloyd Hardcastle · Stephanie Harpst · Les 
Harris · Ruby Hathaway · Lisa Himonas · Marsha Hooley · Jennifer Hovde Dahl · Amy 
Jenkins · Larry Jenkins · Douglas Jensen · Kent John · Diane Johnson · Kathy Lake · Daniel 
Levetan · Hank Liese · Scott Lunt · Nikki MacKay · Kobi Marchello · Adrienne Martain 
Black · Mary McRae · Vincent Nourse · Sonny & Autumn O’Grady · Gary Ogden · McKenzie 
Palmer · Kyna Payne · Andy Pettingill · Denise Pope · John Pope · Kathryn Poulson · Charles 
Pruitt · Sung Pyun · Matt Read · Joshua Redfern · Crystal Richardson · Laurel Samuels · Trent 
Sanders · Carole Sharp · Carol Sisco · Barbara Smith · David Smith · Shauna Sowles · Faith 
Spencer · Arn Stolp · Lisabeth Strathman · Steven A Sunday · Bonnie Sutton · Kevan 
Talbot · Nancy Taylor · John Thill · Elaine Thornton · Kate Toomey · Jim Vanderhoof · Joel 
Vanderhoof · Mariel Wangsgard · Lynne Ward · Dolene Watts · Lisa Watts Baskin · Paul 
Weiss · George Welch · Kirk Welch · Mark Wilkinson · Tim Will · Mick Woolsey · James 
Wright · Lee Wright · Brian Young

Gifts of $1 to $99 Thank you to our 205 donor friends for your important part in 
achieving our mission  —  every gift makes a difference in the lives of children in foster care.

Gifts-in-kind Anonymous (6) · All American Gymnastics · Christine 
Allred · Applebee’s, Riverdale Road · Apria Healthcare · Brent Ashworth · Aspen Grove 
Family Camp & Conference Center · Aveda Institute Provo · Katie Bahr · Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers · C Bhatnagar · Blickenstaff’s · Katie Bradshaw · Brighton Utah · M Brindle · Amy 
Brown · Natalie Brush · Bullward Auctions · Duane Buss · BYU Theater Department · Isabela 
Calchera · Center Street Grill · Jessica Christian · Conrad Car Wash · Terra Cooper · Costa 
Vida · Kellie Cragun · Davies · Utah Department of Agriculture · Eastern Utah 
Community Credit Union · Einstein Bros Bagels · Electrical Consultants, Inc · EsNet 
Management Group · Family Dollar · Family Support Center · First United Methodist 
Church · Flemings · Glen Forbes · Erma Franklin · Gallivan Photography · Kirstin 
Geutemann · Deborah Goodson · Google Adwords · Michelle Grant · Talon Greeff · Susan 
Grey · Paige Groves · Sheleigh Harding · T Hector · Tawni Henderson · Heritage 2nd 
Ward · Highland 19th Ward · Hilltop United Methodist Church · Homewood Suites · Michael 
Hughes · IAMCP · Jack In The Box · Jason’s Deli · Jesus Fields · JetBlue Airways · Kangaroo 
Zoo · KJZZ TV | Megaplex Theatres · Kneaders · KSL Broadcasting · Meredith Lawrence · Anne 
Leahy · LifeVantage · Madison Lindsay · Hallie Lobach · Lobaugh · Paul Lords · Malawi’s 
Pizza · Maverik Center · Nikki Maxfield · Micah McDonald · Rebecca McGuire · Lori Mertz · Katie 
Metcalf · Microsoft Charity · JoAnn Miner · Sophia Moore · Mr Sudz · NuAmes High 
School · Ogden Marriott · On Our Own, Inc · Diane Opp · Heidi Ostrem · Panda Cares · Papa 
Murphy’s · Loretta Park · Parker Hannifin · Planet Beach · Presto Print · Jonathan Rice · Rice 
Eccles Stadium & Tower · Elizabeth Rivera · Rockwell Watches · Elizabeth Rose · Rosenbruch 
Wildlife Museum · Rumbi Island Grill · Sam’s Club · Sanctuary Day Spa · Lorelie 
Sander · Slick Willey’s · Sonny Boys BBQ Express · Sportsmans Warehouse · Sprouts Farmers 
Market · St Florence Catholic Church · St Olaf · Starbucks · Virginia Stowers · Studio 56 
Dance · TD Williamson, Inc · Pablo Tellechea · The Gateway Mall · The Results Companies · Elsie 
Thomas · Carrie Tripoli · Tucanos Brazillian Grill · Twilio · US Translation Company · Ultradent 
Products, Inc · Union Grill · Utah Arts Festival · Utah Educational Savings Plan · Utah 
Grizzlies · Utah State Fair Corporation · Welcome Utah · Jamie Wertz · Wing Nutz · Rosemary 
Woolley · Ben Wright · 75th Force Support Squadron

Discover the many ways your gift serves Utah’s  
children  —  online: utahfostercare.org/give

We make every effort to ensure the accuracy of our records. If you have a correction, please call 
our Development Coordinator at 1 (887) 505-5437.


